
Bachelor of Science 
Public Safety Administration 

 

Public Safety Administration Degree Components 
 

Associate of Science Program Credit Up to 45 Sem. Hrs. 

General Education Credit  36 Sem. Hrs. 

Public Safety Core Courses 30 Sem. Hrs. 

Public Safety Administration Capstone Course 3 Sem. Hrs. 

Upper Division Public Safety Electives  6 Sem. Hrs. 

TOTAL: 120 Sem. Hrs. 

 
EDISON STATE COLLEGE 
PUBLIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
DSC 3034 TERRORISM PREPAREDNESS-BAS 
           3 class hours 3 Credits 
          Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 

and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
           This course provides an in-depth investigation of terrorists, their targets and potential methods, and the resultant 

implications for emergency management mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery.  This course explores 
terrorists and their motives, vulnerability of critical infrastructure and other civilian targets, risk assessment and 
emergency management interventions.  Course topics include descriptions and critiques of local, national, and 
international resources and initiatives in this evolving modern phenomenon. 

. 
PAD2949 PUBLIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION INTERNSHIP I-AA 
           3 class hours 3 Credits 

Prerequisite: Successfully completed eighteen (18) credit hours with a grade of “C” or better in one of the 
following public safety disciplines: Crime Scene, Criminal Justice, EMS or Fire Science 
This course is a supervised field experience. Internship placement is arranged by the student in partnership with 
the affiliated college department, in conjunction with public safety affiliated employers such as criminal justice, 
fire science or EMS agencies. This course will provide an opportunity for the student to observe the public safety 
agency in operation. The student will be expected to compare classroom theory with the day-to-day operation of 
the public safety agency to which they are assigned, including the roles and responsibilities of the professional in 
the field. Students will be required to complete 135 hours of supervised work. The student experiences will be 
documented and evaluated by the employer/supervisor and the professor. 

 
PAD 3003 INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION – BAS 
           3 class hours                                                        3 Credits 
 Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 

and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
. This course provides a common foundation to students for understanding administration in the public sector. 

Among the themes, issues and structures of public administration, the student will  explore; the political system, 
the role of federalism and local government, bureaucratic politics and power, administrative law, ethics and the 
various theories of administration that guide public managers. This course must be taken during the first 
semester of enrollment in the program. 

 
 
 
 
 
PAD 3115 EXECUTAIVE LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 
           3 class hours                                                        3 Credits 



Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
The purpose of this course is to prove a common foundation to students for understanding the role of the 
contemporary political executive with an emphasis on leadership, organization, personality and power, ideology, 
relationships, decision making, and policy creation 

 
PAD 3204 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course is an introduction to budgeting in the public and nonprofit sectors.  The course concentrates on 
developing budget knowledge and skills essential for successful management performance. 

 
PAD 3393 PRINCIALS OF CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT-BAS 
 3 class hours 3 Credits 

Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course is an introduction to all phases of emergency management—from the social and environmental 
processes that generate hazards to vulnerability analysis, hazard mitigation, emergency response, and disaster 
recovery. 

 
PAD 3712 TECHNOLOGY IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
The application of technology to emergency management will be explored in this class. Examples of current and 
emerging technology applications will be illustrated along with an explanation of critical issues that are a part of 
the technology application. Special issues and problems associated with the use of technology in emergency 
management will be examined. Strategies to overcome these issues and problems will be outlined.  
 

PAD 3820 PUBLIC SAFETY SYSTEM INTEGRATION-BAS 
3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course compares and contrasts the various components of the public safety sector.  The course examines the 
working relationship between public safety organizations and the effectiveness of the various service delivery 
models. 

 
PAD 3874 COMMUNITY RELATIONS – THEORY AND PRACTICE-BAS  
 3 class hours 3 Credits 

Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course will expose the student to community relations theory and practice within a broad range of public 
safety organizations. Students will understand why positive community perception of public safety is critical to 
funding and operational effectiveness. The students will explore the public safety responsibility in establishing 
business continuity both in preplanning and following a disaster. Each student will gain the insight and skills 
necessary to be effective in the community relations function of public safety administration.  

 
PAD 4232 GRANT AND CONTRACT MANAGEMENT-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course is a study of public agency grant and contract administration. Topics include alternate funding 
sources, grant preparation, and application processes. The course addresses legal and ethical considerations in 
grant and contract management. 

 
 
 
 
 
PAD 4332 STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR-BAS 
 3 class hours 3 Credits 



Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course is an introduction to how emergency managers use objective information to design, direct, and 
improve emergency services as well as plan and facilitate results-based policy decisions. 

 
PAD 4393 CRITICAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course studies the techniques, skills, and information systems needed to implement command and control 
applications during significant emergencies. 

 
PAD 4426  PUBLIC SECTOR LABOR RELATIONS-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course analyses bargaining and negotiating in political and academic content and provides a practical guide 
to those involved in contract negotiations.  The course examines the skills needed to resolve disputes in the 
public sector through facilitation, mediation, and other alternative methods. 

 
PAD 4604 REGULATORY POLICY AND ADMNISTRATIVE LAW-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course examines the issues of administrative ethics in public service. Topics include integrity, ethics codes, 
administrative discretion, secrecy and sunshine laws, organizational pressures, and policies on whistle-blowing. 

 
PAD 4878 PUBLIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION CAPSTONE-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must be eligible to graduate from the Public Safety Management BAS program to enroll 
in the capstone course. Public Safety Administration elective courses may be taken concurrently, but all other 
courses (including general education and foreign language) must be successfully completed. 
During the course, the student will complete a professional project applying the knowledge gained from the core 
courses under the direction of a professor.  Successful completion of the course requires demonstration of 
achievement of program learning outcomes.  Student and professor feedback regarding the program will be 
obtained during the course and used for program improvement.  

 
PAD 4932 CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN PUBLIC SAFETY-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must complete the following courses with a grade of C or better: ENC 1101, ENC 1102, 
and three semester hours of college level mathematics. 
This course addresses a contemporary theme relevant to Public Safety Administration.  The theme will be 
determined by consultation with students and safety agency leaders.  Topics will address global or 
multidisciplinary issues in the field of public safety. 

 
PAD 4939 PUBLIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION INTERNSHIP II-BAS 

3 class hours 3 Credits 
Prerequisite: Students must have successfully completed eighteen (18) credit hours with a grade of “C” or 
better in Public Administration or Public Safety Administration coursework. 
This course is a supervised field experience. Internship placement is arranged by the student in partnership with 
the affiliated college department in conjunction with public safety affiliated employers such as criminal justice, 
fire science or EMS agencies. This course will provide an opportunity for the student to observe the public safety 
agency in operation. The student will be expected to compare classroom theory with the day-to-day operation of 
the public safety agency to which they are assigned including the roles and responsibilities of the professional in 
the field. Students will be required to complete 135 hours of supervised work. Student experiences will be 
documented and evaluated by the employer/supervisor and the professor. 

 
 
 


